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  Third Sunday of Advent 
   

                                              

LITURGICAL SCHEDULES AND INTENTIONS: 

 Friday, December 20th – 8:00 a.m. Communion Service 

Saturday, December 21st - 5:00 p.m. – For the Parish   Sunday, December 22nd - 9:00 a.m. – Larry Yarber 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 20 minutes before Mass            
STEWARDSHIP FROM LAST WEEK:                                             

 Envelopes $1,675; Loose $639.50; Candles $103; Retired Religious $73; Cemetery $15;  Mtce .$145; Book of Remembrance $257; Cath. Ed $60 - 

Thank You!                         

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND: 

   Saturday, Dec. 21st; 5:00 p.m.   Sunday, Dec. 22nd; 9:00 a.m. 
Lector:   Joan Wilkins     Michelle Walls         

Gift Bearers:   Volunteers     Ed & Paula Farley & Family 

Minister: Bread of Christ: Joan Killebrew     Vic Klein 

Ministers: Blood of Christ:  Pat Tinoco & Diane Ruhmann   Brian Lester & Margie Bahan 

Servers:        Volunteers     Claire Parker & Chloe Parker 

Crossbearer:   Volunteer     Brock Lester

 

3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 

1st Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 (7A) – Isaiah presents another 

glorious vision of the final coming of God that Israel longed for.  In a 

part of the world where large swaths of land lie parched for most of 

the year, the image of sudden lush greenery evokes joyful song.  

Isaiah indicated that as certainly and suddenly as rain transforms bare 

desert, so surely will God arrive to bring new life to body, heart, and 

spirit.  In such a moment, the long, seemingly fruitless wait gives 

way to rejoicing in a new world created by the God who “comes to 

save you” (Isaiah 35:4).  2nd Reading: James 5:7-10 – As we reflect 

on Advent readings that promise God’s final act of salvation, it is 

important to hear these Scriptures in their own time and place.  

Unfortunately, many Christians have reduced “salvation” to 

assurance of a blessed afterlife with God.  In the Bible, however, 

salvation clearly belongs to this world as well.  Judaism developed a 

belief in the afterlife only in the mid-second century before Jesus; 

even in his day, not all Jews held such a belief.  Biblical words 

normally translated as “salvation: convey meanings to healing, 

wholeness, and right relationships, all of which can and ought to 

begin on this earth.  And so Isaiah envisions salvation as healing of 

the blind, deaf, mute, and lame, which elicits sons of “joy and 

gladness”. Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 – Matthew, always eager to 

demonstrate that Jesus completes all of Israel’s hopes, announces the 

beginning of that fulfillment.  Some who considered the Baptist as 

God’s awaited Messiah question him on the matter, but he rightly 

points to the one who makes Isaiah’s prophecy a living reality. The 

hoped-for new healing and wholeness take shape before their eyes 

through one greater than his messenger: Jesus the Messiah.  God’s 

rule of salvation has already begun! 

 

St. Michael’s Prayer Chain – To request that someone be added to 

the Prayer Chain contact Lavonne Fournie at 473-9305 or Jackie 

Billings at the parish office at 473-2798 or her home 473-2915.  The 

person will be on the “prayer chain” for one (1) month, unless the 

person that requested the prayers asks for longer. 

 

GAUDETE SUNDAY 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday because in 

Latin, the first words of the opening antiphon for that day’s Mass are 

Gaudete in Domino semper (Rejoice in the Lord always) from 

Philippians 4:4-5.  On this Sunday a rose-colored candle is lit as a 

reminder that we are called to rejoice. 

 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

A tradition at St. Michael is the Book of Remembrance & Candles.  

The book will be in the entrance of church until Sunday, December 

22nd .  Anyone who wishes to have a 7-day vigil candle lit in memory 

of a departed love one or family on Christmas Eve may list their 

name/names. Also, if you wish to have a candle lit for someone who 

can’t be with you/your family this Christmas, example serving our 

country in some distant place, or just unable to make it home, and 

you would like a candle lit for him/her please list the name. Candles 

will be prepared with the individual/family and will be placed in the 

window-sills of the church on Christmas Eve.  If you wish to take the 

candle home after the Christmas Eve Mass you may do so, or it may 

be left in church.  The suggested donation is $2; proceeds this year 

will go to a local food pantry.  

 

 

 

St. Michael Men’s Club Christmas Party 

All men of the parish are invited for an evening of friendship, food, 

drink and socializing at the Parish Hall on Monday, December 16th at 

6:30 p.m. to celebrate the Christmas season.  There is no charge for 

the event and a sign-up sheet is on the podium in the entrance of 

church.  Any questions please call Frank Hart 618-719-6827. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS RESULTS 

Andy Parker and Joan Wilkens were elected to the Parish Council for 

a two (2) year term.  Thank you to Dave Holdener, Sr. and Vic Klein 

for running with them in the election. 

 

Hall Rental 

Attached is the new updated hall rental agreement.  If you would like 

to rent the hall please call Lynne Schweiger 618-402-4866. 

 

Thank You! Thank You! 

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, good wishes, and 

wonderful thoughts during my recovery.  I am getting better.  

Celeste Krausz 

 

Euchre at St. Michael’s 

There will be no Euchre at St. Michael’s for the month of December.  

Euchre will resume on Thursday, January 2nd 

 

Serra Club 

The Serra Club of St. Clair County is an organization of Catholic 

men and women, dedicated to foster and affirm vocations to the 

Priesthood and vowed religious life.  Our purpose is to inform our 

community of the need for all vocations.  We honor our religious 

with an annual Nuns Luncheon, a Deacon Dinner, a Priest Picnic and 

a new Priest Dinner.  We pray for seminarians and help them 

celebrate their birthdays.  Our club meets every first and third Friday 

of the month at the Shrine of our Lady of the Snows.  Mass at 11:45 

a.m., lunch, a brief meeting, and a guest speaker.  For more 

information contact Mel Lucash 618-531-4244 

 

Christmas Cookies Needed 

Donations of home-baked cookies are needed to serve to guests 

attending the 43rd Annual Diocesan Christmas Dinner which is held 

on Christmas Day at St. Henry Parish, Belleville at 12 Noon.  

Individuals and families who would otherwise spend Christmas alone 

are invited to attend and dinners are also delivered to the elderly and 

homebound.  Cookies can be brought to St. Henry’s Parish Center on 

Tuesday, December 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS!  

CATHOLIC URBAN PROGRAM:  St. Michael’s Dec. collection: 

Mittens, Gloves, Winter Hats and Scarves, boots  – Thank you! 

Gibault Christmas Concert; December 15 at 7 pm in Hustedde gym 

Way of Lights 5K Run and Fun Walk Saturday, January 4, 2020 to 

register call 618-394-6292 

SS Peter & Paul Annual Euchre Tournament Friday, January 24th 

doors open at 6:30 play begins at 7:00 pm. For information or 

questions call Tim Huels at 406-6399 

 

Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?  Because Noah was always 

standing on the deck 
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