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September 13, 2020 

24th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULES AND INTENTIONS:  

Friday, Sept. 18th, 8:00 a.m. – No Communion Service  Saturday, Sept. 19th, 5:00 p.m. – For the Parish 

Sunday, Sept. 20th, 7:30 a.m. – Ed Powel   Sunday, Sept. 20th, 9:00 a.m. – Myrna Schilling 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 20 minutes before Mass            
STEWARDSHIP FROM LAST WEEK:  

  Envelopes $2,425.50; Loose $145.20; Candles $47; Mtce. $305; Cemetery $15; Retired Bell. Priest $500 - Thank you 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:            

    Saturday, Sept. 19th, 5:00 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20th, 7:30 a.m.           Sunday, Sept. 20th, 9:00 a.m. 

Lector:    Carol Reiter   Pat Vogel              Michelle Walls 

Gift Bearers:                        

Minister: Body of Christ:          

Ministers: Blood of Christ:   

Servers:          

Crossbearer:          

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: Sirach 27:30-28:7 – Today’s 1st Reading from Sirach 

continues the topic of forgiving our brothers and sisters.  The author’s 

advice, which he gives through rhetorical questions, is prudent: Do not 

grow angry and expect healing from the Lord; do not withhold 

forgiveness and expect God to forgive you; do not value rage against 

another in hopes of your own forgiveness.  The author voices the 

commandment to love in negative terms: do not hate your neighbor.  

Always remembers the covenant.  2nd Reading: Romans 14:7-9 – 

This is the final Sunday we read from Paul’s letter to the Romans.  The 

brief two verses are from the next to last chapter in the letter.  These 

verses are a summation of sorts of Paul’s theology in Romans.  We 

belong to no one or nothing else but Christ.  Without repeating the 

reason for why we belong to him, the Romans and we know that it is 

because through God’s grace, Christ freely justifies us.  Through 

Baptism, we died and rose with Christ, and in our new life in Christ, 

we live for no other.  When we die, we also die for the Lord.  We live 

and die in faith.  The totality of our new personhood is in Christ. 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 – Today’s Gospel is a continuous reading 

of Matthew from where last Sunday’s left off.  Jesus had taught his 

disciples a process for extending forgiveness to one who sins.  Peter 

now asks Jesus to quantity how many times he must forgive someone.  

Jesus’ numerical response shows that forgiveness is infinite.  He then 

proceeds to tell the parable about a servant whose master offered loan 

forgiveness, but in turn, the servant refused to forgive a fellow servant.  

Forgive is Jesus’ message.  How could something be so simple and 

difficult at the same time? 

 

Seventy-Seven Times 

When is enough enough?  Can we be angry now?  When can we stop 

forgiving?  If we have to forgive the same person the same thing 

seventy-seven times, can we stop at seventy-eight?  No!  Because, as 

Paul declares in Romans 14, we live and die for God, to whom alone 

we belong.  We do not live for ourselves.  

• Who needs my forgiveness? 

• Whom will I forgive – and for what – perhaps, again? 

• And what forgiveness do I need? 

 

CCW NEWS 

We are sad to inform everyone that due to the Covid 19 Pandemic; 

we are cancelling our annual Pumpkin Party this year.  Hope to see 

everyone next year. 

St. James, Millstadt CCW has cancelled their rescheduled April Noon 

Luncheon.  They will still have their Quilt Raffle and blank raffle 

tickets are in the entrance of church.  Please send completed tickets 

and money to:  Madonna Stapf, 7145 State Route 163, Millstadt, IL 

62260 

 

St. Michael’s Prayer Chain – To request that someone be added to 

the Prayer Chain contact Karen Mueller at 473-3401.  The person 

will be on the “prayer chain” for one (1) month, unless the person 

that requested the prayers asks for longer. 

 

ST. MICHAEL CHICKEN DINNER 

St. Michael’s will be hosting a chicken dinner next Sunday, 

September 20, 2020.  Serving from Noon to 4:00 p.m.  Carry 

outs/Drive thru only.  Meal includes ½ chicken, mashed potatoes, 

corn, green beans for $11.00 

 

 

Bishop Michael McGovern and Fr. Nick Junker, Diocesan Vocation 

Director, are inviting young men interested in learning more about 

the Catholic priesthood to participate in a St. Andrew Dinner.  Young 

men, ages 14 thru 25, are invited to attend; parents are also welcome.  

The first St. Andrew Dinner will be Sunday, September 27th, at 

Gibault Catholic High School beginning at 4:00 pm.  The afternoon 

includes supper and input from a recently ordained priest, Fr. Nick 

Fleming, followed by Q&A about the life of a Catholic Priest.  If you 

are interested in attending, please contact Fr. Nick Junker at 618-722-

5035 or e-mail njunker@diobelle.org.  Additional St. Andrew dinners 

will be offered in October and November. 

 

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE 

The Diocese of Belleville is seeking a Chief Financial Officer (CFO).  

The Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese reports directly to the 

Bishop. (“It is for the finance officer to administer the goods of the 

Diocese under the authority of the Bishop…” Cf. CCL, Canon 494, 

#3.)  The CFO has the primary responsibility for the work of the 

Diocesan Finance Council.  He or she provides accurate, meaningful 

financial statements and information to the Bishop, who is the 

administrator of the temporal goods of the Diocese, and to the various 

boards which assist the Bishop in the operation of the Diocese.  For 

more information please see the bulletin board in the entrance of 

church.  

St. Mary Catholic School in Centralia is seeking an Elementary 

School Principal.  See bulletin board for more information.   

The Diocese is in search of a Diocesan School Nurse for the Office of 

Education.  Please see the bulletin board for more information. 

 

RETIRED DIOCESAN PRIEST COLLECTION 

On both ordinary and extraordinary days, our priests have been there 

for us…at baptism, weddings, First Communion and Confirmation, at 

times of sickness and sorrow…dedicating their lives to bring us 

closer to Christ.  Now it is our turn to be there for them during their 

retirement years through a gift to the Retired Diocesan Priests 

Collection.  All funds will be used only for long-term nursing care, 

Medicare supplemental insurance and prescription medications.  

Note:  Or diocesan priests do not receive any funding from the 

Retirement Fund for Religious collection which is held in December.  

Please show your appreciation with a generous gift today. 

 

HOLY LAND 

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pontifical Holy 

Land Collection, which was originally scheduled for Good Friday, 

April 10, but has been rescheduled for this weekend due to COVID 

19.  Your support helps the church minister in parishes, provide 

Catholic schools and offer religious education to our brothers and 

sisters in the Holy Land.  The collection also helps to preserve the 

sacred shrines.  The wars, unrest and instability have been especially 

hard on Christians there.  In these times of crisis, the Pontifical Holy 

Land Collection also provides humanitarian aid to refugees.  When 

you contribute to the collection, you become an instrument of peace 

and join with Catholics around the world in solidarity with Church in 

the Holy Land.  Please be generous! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

CATHOLIC URBAN PROGRAM:  St. Michael’s September 

collection; Shaving cream, razors, tampons and maxi-pads – Thank 

you! 
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