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32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULES AND INTENTIONS:  

Friday, Nov. 13th, 8:00 a.m. – No Communion Service  Saturday, Nov. 14th, 5:00 p.m. – Patricia Lemon 

Sunday, Nov. 15tht, 7:30 a.m. – For the Parish   Sunday, Nov. 15th, 9:00 a.m. – Ed Powel 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 20 minutes before Mass            
STEWARDSHIP FROM LAST WEEK:  

  Envelopes $2,451; Loose $140.20; Candles $96; Cemetery $15; Mass Stip. $20; Mtce. $495 - Thank you 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND:            

    Saturday, Nov. 14th,5:00 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15th, 7:30 a.m.         Sunday, Nov. 15th, 9:00 a.m. 

Lector:    Carol Reiter   Pat Vogel            Sandy Gerdes 

Gift Bearers:                        

Minister: Body of Christ:          

Ministers: Blood of Christ:   

Servers:          

Crossbearer:          

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16 –The author sings the praise of 

wisdom, personified as a woman, or rather, a feminine spirit.  Wisdom 

is everywhere.  She is seen by those who love her, found by those who 

seek her.  Even before they realize they want her, she is on her way, 

and those who keep vigil for her surely find her.  Wisdom is precious, 

yet accessible, to all who seek her.  2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 

4:13-18 – Saint Paul speaks of life and death in a passage that is 

sometimes read at funerals, and which is the perfect reading for this 

month of November, which is especially associated with prayer for the 

dead.  Those who believe must not mourn like others, “who have no 

hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13), for if we have died with Christ in 

Baptism, then we will surely rise with him.  The longer form of the 

reading goes on to a splendid vision of the end times, when the Lord 

speaks the word that wakes the dead, and then gathers us together “to 

meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).  This vision of 

reunion in the Lord’s presence is not meant to terrify, but to “console” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:18).  Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 – Earlier in the 

Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus spoke of the kingdom of God by 

using imagery familiar from the prophets: the vineyard and the harvest, 

the master and the workers.  The parable we hear today uses the image 

of a wedding.  According to Jewish custom, the bridegroom would go 

to the house of his father-in-law to make the final arrangements before 

bringing his bride to her new home.  There was no knowing exactly 

how long this would take, so the friends of the groom needed to be 

ready.  In the parable, these negotiations are taking so long that night 

falls and the foolish virgins are running out of oil.  The refusal of the 

wise to share their oil should not strike us as selfish; rather, this detail 

should point us to the symbolic meaning of the lamps.  They represent 

something that cannot be shared, the good deeds that shine like a lamp 

on a lamp stand (see Matthew 5:14).  The parable urges readiness, for 

the time will come when we will be judged on our own merits.  

Borrowed light will not suffice. 

 

Being with Jesus – or Not 

The parable today of the ten lamp bearers is about vigilance.  Not an 

idle standing by merely looking and waiting.  No, a waiting that is 

prepared (extra oil!) for all that comes, a waiting filled with activity 

ready to accompany those who journey through doorways to heaven. 

• How can I focus on the bridegroom, on Jesus, and all those 

he loves? 

• How will I ready myself to do Kingdom of Heaven work 

this week? 

• What will that work be?  For whom will I do it? 

 

St. Michael’s Prayer Chain – To request that someone be added to 

the Prayer Chain contact Karen Mueller at 473-3401.  The person 

will be on the “prayer chain” for one (1) month, unless the person 

that requested the prayers asks for longer. 

 

Zion Evangelical Church in Millstadt is hosting a carry-out only 

Wurstmarkt on Saturday, November 14th.  Orders must be placed and 

paid for by Monday, November 9th. Pickup will be November 14th 

from 3:00 – 6:00 pm on the Church back parking lot. 

 

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN 

There are lots of ways to adopt a Seminarian.  You can:  remember 

his birthday, become his prayer warrior, send a care package, 

remember him at the holidays, send notes of encouragement.  

Seminarian cards are located in the entrance of church.  

 

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE 

The Diocese of Belleville is seeking a Chief Financial Officer (CFO).    

For more information please see the bulletin board in the entrance of 

church.  

The Diocese is in search of a Diocesan School Nurse for the Office of 

Education.  Please see the bulletin board for more information. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

Due to COVID-19, the annual Parish Council Nominations and 

Election are postponed until February 2021.  If needed, a nomination 

postcard will be mailed to parishioners with their year-end 2020 

Contribution Statement in order to save on the cost of postage.  The 

postcard should be completed anonymously and returned to the 

Parish Office.  Depending upon mass attendance in February, an 

election postcard will be distributed at the weekend masses or mailed 

to parishioners to complete anonymously and return to the Parish 

Office.  Please contact Teresa Braunseis at 473-2703 or another 

member of the Parish Council if you have any questions.  We 

appreciate your understanding during these extraordinary times. 

 

St. John the Baptist School is selling Scrip cards.  Scrip is a 

fundraising opportunity that requires no selling and no extra out-of-

pocket expense to you.  You can place an order anytime for ecards on 

the Scrip Now app or the Scrip website www.shopwithscrip.com.  

Please enter the enrollment code 288FEEFC117L. You may also call 

618-233-0581 and ask for Jennifer Generous to pick up cards for 

immediate purchase.  For every $2,500 sold in Scrip cards we will 

give away a $25 Scrip card!  Winners will be pulled on Monday, 

December 7th.  

 

CCW NEWS 

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Renault, is sponsoring a Quilt of the 

Month Raffle. Tickets are $20 each and they give you 12 chances to 

win.  Tickets are in the entrance of church and mail back in the 

addressed envelope.  

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

The Belleville Council of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul NEEDS 

YOUR HELP in proving essentials to the poor they serve.  With 

cold weather just around the corner, there is a desperate need for 

gently-used coats and blue jeans – men’s, women’s, and children’s 

(all sizes) and blankets. 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

If you or someone you know are homebound or in need of a 

Thanksgiving dinner, the Catholic Diocese of Belleville will provide 

Thanksgiving dinners on Thanksgiving Day at St. Henry Catholic 

Church from 11:30 – 12:45.  Reservations for carry-out or delivery 

are required; please call 618-722-5024 by November 18th.  A sit-

down/dine-in meal will not be allowed as in past years. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

CATHOLIC URBAN PROGRAM:  St. Michael’s November 

collection; Sheets, Blankets, Quilts – Thank you! 

 

Why couldn’t the leopard play hide and seek?  Because he was always 

spotted. 
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